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(1) LIS

Toyama University of International Studies High School began parliamentary debate
activities in 2019, first as part of our after school English Debate club, in which we
joined our first parliamentary debate contest, and then as part of English class
activities. They have since become an active part of our goal to foster critical thinking
skills through English communication and are being continued and built upon as a
major component of a second-year English class.

(2) RENS

After first trying parliamentary debate activities with students in our English Debate
club, we then set out to incorporate these activities into a second-year English
Conversation class for advanced English students. In preparation for debate activities,
students at our school engage in intensive English Conversation classes. Still, due to
the need to think quickly and respond thoughtfully with little preparation, we were
hesitant to throw too much at students at once, beginning these activities with
relatively simple topics and keeping the debate time limited to keep them motivated.
Despite this, we found that most students caught on rather quickly and many were
able to speak at length as we gradually introduced them to the parliamentary system.
After running a series of mini-debates where we would run through first and
second-speaker positions in multiple rotations, we eventually shifted to the full PDA
format, doing one full match per 50-minute class with multiple groups of students.

This year, though COVID-19 presented us with many challenges, there have also
been some unforeseen opportunities. First, we have begun to conduct all in—class
debate activities through Google Meet. While first and foremost a safety precaution,
this has provided opportunities for more serious students to debate even outside of
school hours. Also, in contrast to last year, we have started to introduce parliamentary
debate activities earlier in the year and at a faster pace. Building off what we learned
previously, we began debate activities with less limitations, engaging students in more
challenging topics and expanding the time limit to give them a chance to formulate their
ideas more fully. As part of these introductory activities, students are given no
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preparation or writing time. We have found that this keeps them from the initial
speaking limitations that may come from relying on a script, forces them to listen
actively to their partner, and helps prevent the hesitancy that may arise from the
difficulty to choose what to say next. In terms of building speaking confidence for
debate, it seems to be effective thus far.

B B

In-class parliamentary debate activities have helped to get our students engaged in
communicating complex ideas in English. From our efforts, many students at our
school have now become more interested in debate, joining various parliamentary
debate contests, including international online contests in Korea and Malaysia and
even challenging the longer parliamentary styles like the Asian and British styles. In
contrast to the previous year, we have started in—class student debates earlier in the
school year and at a slightly higher level. In the second and third semesters, we hope to
further sharpen their debate skills, getting students fully engaged in English
parliamentary debate and teaching them the necessary techniques to work together,
and think quickly and critically about a variety of complex topics.
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