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« Naga High School should abolish school uniforms. (GrBA=TIER)
- Japanese food is better than western food for breakfast. (4/20 + 4/27 )
* NAGA High School should allow the students to have part-time jobs after school or on weekends.
(511 « 5/25 « 6/1 + 6/8 + 6/15 )
* High school students should experience study abroad while they are in high school
(6/22 « 6/29 « 7/13)
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Various evaluation methods from competitive debate have been adapted to classrooms. While

convenient, this can be problematic as evaluation purposes do not overlap. In this presentation, theoretical

guidelines for evaluation of EFL-classroom debate and their implementation will be discussed.

(2 =BEAT

A. Theoretical Guidelines for Evaluation of EFL Debate in the Classroom

The following guidelines will be adopted to the author’s courses: the purpose of evaluation is a mix of

‘diagnosis’ and ‘progress and grading’, content is communicative proficiency, the frame of reference is

criterion-based, the measurement scale is ordinal, and the scoring is subjective (Bachman 1990).

B. Theoretical Guidelines in Practice

The below table is an overview of a possible evaluation method for use over various periods of time

for debate activities in a high school EFL course. All instruments are criteria-based rubrics.

Time Period Purpose Example Instruments
Unit | Debate Activity | Progress/Grading | Quality of peer evaluations and student reflections.
Post-Activity Progress/Grading | Improvement-oriented assignments stored in a portfolio.
Term | Continual Diagnosis Using student portfolio to adjust activities and content.
Final Progress/Grading | Summative proficiency test on a limited debate task.
Diagnosis Administering a debate skills self-evaluation survey.
Year | Beginning Diagnosis Administering a debate skills self-evaluation survey.
Continual Diagnosis Using student portfolio to adjust activities and content.
Final Diagnosis Administering a debate skills self-evaluation survey.
Progress/Grading | Summative evaluation of a completed portfolio.
Progress/Grading | Summative proficiency test on an extended debate task.
BFLEH

Defining theoretically appropriate evaluation is an important and overlooked first step. However,

reaching consensus on valid criteria for reliable evaluation and testing remains.

SENGR

Bachman, L. F. 1990. Fundamental Considerations in Language Testing. Oxford: OUP.
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