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(1) Introduction

At Shorin Gakuen, a private junior and senior high school located in Kimitsu, Chiba, we implemented PDA
Debate at the high school second year level in our English Conversation Course in conjunction with
curriculum which prepares students for debate at the junior high and high school level. We found that, after
a year of linking parliamentary debate topics with Communication English Il curriculum topics, students’

GTEC writing scores, EIKEN interview tests, and overall competence in essay writing improved.

(2) Instruction Contents

Students in second year English Conversation courses start parliamentary debate after an introduction to
debate activities and principles. This course meets 2 hours a week. In the first trimester, students
practice supporting a warrant and claim using the Assertion Reason Example / Evidence Assertion (AREA)
pattern. They become accustomed to short, 2 minute mini-debates. After they have learned argument
structure, students learn summary and rebuttal techniques. They learn the concepts of probability, value,
impact, and argument by authority. At the end of the first trimester, parliamentary debate is introduced with
a topic the students are already familiar with: This House Would Ban Homework or This House Would
Ban School Uniforms. In the second trimester, students practice debating in parliamentary debate style
with topics that coincide with readings from their Communication English Il course textbook, Crown Il
Examples of topics include: THBT Genetically Modified Organisms are beneficial for human health, THBT
female professional athletes should be paid the same as males, and THW replace human teachers with
computers. In the third trimester, students debate using topics from the news. After a debate on a topic,
students do a reading usually from Breaking News English to gain background knowledge on the topic they
debated on. They do the debate again the following class and reflect on how their language and debating
changed once they had more background knowledge of the topic. Students then write a 5 paragraph essay
about the topic they have debated. Students spend 4 to 5 class periods debating, discussing, reflecting,
and writing about one topic. Examples of topics include: Zika virus, electronic cars, and student evaluation
systems

(3) Conclusion

Atfter finishing the debate curriculum, students reported increased confidence in writing and speaking

exams and performance evaluations, including GTEC, EIKEN, entrance exams and interviews. Scores for

GTEC writing improved. Parliamentary debate has improved student fluency and response time. We are

still working on an effective way to actually evaluate and monitor debate progress and performance.
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